
 
At the Special Meeting held May 12, 2004, the Board took the following action: 
 
1 
 The Board received and filed and took under advisement requests and statements 
relating to the 2004-05 Proposed County Budget as follows: 
 

1. Statement of Sheriff Lee Baca, regarding the proposed $34.8 million 
cut to the Sheriff’s Department’s budget and the impact that the cut 
will have on various programs; the inability to fill Deputy and 
Professional Staff position vacancies; how the Department has 
absorbed workers’ compensation costs; the manner in which 
Proposition 172 dollars are used; the methodology used to calculate 
salary savings; and the amount of money paid to the County by 
Contract Cities for Sheriff Services.  (Attachment) 

 
2. Statement of Brian C. Brooks, member of the California Association 

of Professional Employees, regarding the proposed budget cuts to 
the Sheriff’s Department and requesting that the Board continue to 
exercise restraint in deciding whether to accept any proposed cuts 
until the State has a Budget and what its impact will have on County 
revenues. 

 
3. Statement of Steve Remige, Vice President for the Association of 

Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs, regarding the proposed cuts to the 
Sheriff’s Department’s budget and requesting that public safety be 
maintained and fully funded.  

 
4. Statement of John Rees, Executive Director for the Association of 

Los Angeles Deputy Sheriffs, in response to questions posed by 
the Board regarding administrative discipline within the Sheriff’s 
Department. 
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5. Statement of Margaret Donnellan Todd, County Librarian, regarding 
the proposed budget cuts to the Public Library and the impact that the 
cuts will have on library facilities which will result in reduced library 
hours and library closures.  Ms. Todd also submitted a written 
statement on behalf of Gordon Stefenhagen, Chair of the Library 
Commission, regarding the importance of supporting County Public 
Libraries and the valuable services provided.  (Attachments) 

 
6. Statement of Juan Noguez, Mayor of the City of Huntington Park, 

regarding the proposed budget cuts to the Public Library and 
requesting that the Public Library Budget remain intact so that 
services can continue to be provided to the community. 

 
7. Statement of Maribel De La Torre, Mayor of the City of 

San Fernando, regarding the proposed budget cuts to the Public 
Library and requesting that the Board maintain the Public Library 
budget at its current level and not cut staff, services or programs 
offered by the libraries. 

 
8. Statement of Laurene Weste, Councilmember of the City of Santa 

Clarita, regarding the proposed closure of Castaic Animal Shelter 
and transfer of Animal Care and Control Services to the Lancaster 
Shelter; how the Special Library Tax generated by the residents of 
the Santa Clarita Valley will be sufficient to keep libraries open and 
operating without service reductions; also thanked the Board and 
Director of Parks and Recreation in keeping and recommending 
that the Placerita Nature Center remain open. 
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9. Statement of Timothy Gallagher, Director of Parks and Recreation, 

regarding the Department’s proposed budget and the impact that 
any further cuts will have on services, such as the reduction of 
hours for swimming pools and Community Center use.  

 
After discussion, Supervisor Molina introduced for discussion and 
placed on the agenda of June 21, 2004 for consideration during the 
2004-05 Budget Deliberations, the following recommendation:  
(Attachment)  

 
Recommendation as submitted by Supervisor Molina: Adopt a 
fee waiver policy to increase revenues and reduce costs for 
the Department of Parks and Recreation, by waiving rental or 
facility fees, but require organizations to pay their own parking 
fees and costs for County staff.  

 
10. Statement of Laura Chavez through an interpreter, regarding the 

proposed changes to the hours and days of operation of Roosevelt 
Park’s swimming pool and the impact that the changes will have on 
the children of the community. 

 
11. Statement of Jenny Balam, a volunteer at Roosevelt Park’s 

swimming pool, regarding the proposed closure of the pool during 
the winter. 

 
12. Statement of Lila Johnson-Crenshaw, Director of Sunshine Park, 

regarding the proposed reduction/closure of Parks and Recreation 
programs, specifically at Sunshine Park which will be detrimental to 
the community.  
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13. Statement of Arlene Abdallah, a Child Support Officer and 

representative of Local 660 SEIU, AFL-CIO, regarding the serious 
impacts on children and families if front line workers are cut from 
the Child Support Services budget.  

 
14. Statement of Sharon Dent-Bray, Clerical Administrator, Department 

of Children and Family Services, regarding the curtailment of 
Children’s Social Workers support staff from the Children and 
Family Services budget and requesting that the Board restore those 
positions in the Budget. 

 
15. Statement of Ramon Rubalcava, a representative of Local 660 

SEIU, AFL-CIO, regarding cuts in services and programs as a 
result of increased costs and revenue reductions reflected in the 
2004-05 Proposed Budget. 

 
16. Statement of Bruce Saltzer, Executive Director, Association of 

Community Human Services Agencies (ACHSA), regarding 
curtailments to the Mental Health Department’s budget.  
(Attachment) 

 
17. Statement of Gladys C. Lee, a representative of the Asian Pacific 

Policy Council and Vice President of Pacific Clinics, in support of 
the budget recommendation from the Department of Mental 
Health’s Stakeholders Group. 

 
18. Statement of Bobbie Williams, a Psychiatric Technician for the 

Department of Mental Health, regarding the proposed $44.6 million 
reduction to the Department of Mental Health’s budget and 
requesting that the Board preserve the Department’s Core Program 
and restore the proposed curtailments to the Department.  
(Attachment) 

 
19. Statement of Miki Jackson, a consultant for AIDS Health Care 

Foundation, regarding the $3.3 million reduction to the Ryan White 
Care Title I Funding.  
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